


Learn the rules for safely sharing highways and byways with motorists. 

BY MOIRA K. MCGHEE 

S
addling up and going for a ride 
typically means riding across open 
fields or along designated horse 
trails. Nowadays, it's much less 
common to see horses and their rid­

ers on a leisurely ride along a busy highway. 
However, that doesn't mean it doesn't 

still occur, and it's not illegal to do so 
(interstates and freeways are another 
story). State laws tend to allow riding along 
roadways, but cities may frown upon riding 
around town. It's essential to know the 
laws in your area. Here, we'll take a look at 
the general etiquette for safely sharing the 
road with motorized vehicles. 

ROAD RULES VARY 

You don't need a license to ride a horse like 

you do to drive a car, but in many states, 
horses are governed by the same traffic 
laws when riding on public roads as motor­
ized traffic. Some states, however, place 
horses under non-motorized traffic rules, 
meaning you must follow the same rules 

as someone riding a bicycle. The difference 
in wording may impact more areas than 
you realize-including simple things, like 
which side of the road on which to ride. 

Kathie l'roudt Riley, P.C., operates a solo 
law practice in Loveland, Colo., with an 
emphasis on equine and agricultural law 
(www.kathielaw.com). She also teaches in 
the Equine Sciences program at Colorado 
State University. Riley owns Paint Horses 
and Quarter Horses, and is an owner of the 
Flying R Ranch, where they board and train 
horses. 

"Colorado has a specific statute that 
pertains to horses on our state highways," 
says Riley. "Colorado Revised Statutes (CRS) 
Sections 42-4-109(8) and (10} provide that 
persons riding or leading horses along any 

highway in Colorado should do so on the 
left side of the road, facing traffic." 

However, Riley says there's an exception 
if the horses are involved in herding. Colo­
radans still move cattle, sheep and some­
times horses by driving them on highways. 
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